CHAPTER  XXII

GENERAL   SURVEY   OF   ECONOMIC   CONDITIONS
IN   SOUTH   AMERICA

The Outlook for the Future

THE course of the development of any region is determined
by three major factors, climate, physical and geological
structure, and the character and aptitudes of the people
that inhabit it. Of these three factors the most important is
climate taken in its widest sense, since it influences the others.
Striking as the climatic conditions are in influencing the develop-
ment of regions that have long been the home of populations
which have reached a relatively advanced state of civilization,
they exercise a still more decisive force in what happens in
distant areas settled in later times by Europeans. The new
arrivals in these places usually have to depend more exclusively
upon agricultural industries for their living and progress, than
do the people they leave behind them; and they are unable, in
the early stages at all events, to supplement nature's deficiencies
by means of such products of human ingenuity and experience
as irrigation works, useful plants and animals selected and bred
with a special view to adaptation to the peculiar conditions
obtaining, and methods of cultivation that utilize to the utmost
the productive capacity of the soil within the limits set by
climatic peculiarities, known intuitively rather than consciously
by long-settled agricultural populations.

Only in very limited parts of South America did the Spaniards
or the Portuguese find climatic and physical conditions resembling
those with, which they were familiar in their European homes.
It is a striking fact that the former in the early stages of their
establishment on the mainland relied in no small measures upon
food stores brought from the West Indies and even from Spain.
The economic conquest of South America would have been much
easier for Europeans had they found on their arrival there, as
they had done in Asia, native populations advanced to a suffici-
ently high stage of civilization to have learned how to utilize
tlie productive capacity of ttie soil in the tropical areas. But
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